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PRiEFATIQ. 

MEDI  C  IN  JE-  balls  eft  anatomia,  Cui 
tamen  et  reliquae  fere,  quotquot  funt,  ar¬ 
tes,  vel  ufui  inferviunt,  vel  robur  impertiunt, 
lucem  ve  fimul  ac  gratiam  fubminiftrant.  Quif- 
quis  autem  cum  humani  corporis  oeconomia  mor¬ 
borum  hiftorias  diligenter  contulerit,  hunc  fane 
medicum  rationalem  evafurum  puto,  neque  folum 
quoad  diagnofin  ac  prognofin,  verum  et  circa  in¬ 
dicationes  curativas,  rite  judicaturum. 

•  \ 

At  enim,  in  hoc  fcribendi  genere,  qu  an  quam 
emicuerint  multi,  fuccedentibus  facile  palmam 
praerepturi,  utilitati  tamen  publicae  minus  contui¬ 
tum  iri  autumo,  fi,  nimio  prae  metu,  fuppriman- 
tur,  quaecunque  recentioribus  occurrant  praehcis, 
vel  per  fe,  vel  eventu  notabilia. 


Siftimus 


P  RMPJTIO 


Siftimus  igitur  It&ori  benevolo  obfervata  quae¬ 
dam,  non  omnino  vulgaria,  ex  diuturniori  praxi 
deprompta,  parti m  autem  ex  recenti  memoria, 
partim  ex  adverfariis  tranfcripta,  ex  Autopfia  au¬ 
tem  omnia.  s 

&  JL  .  £;  J  J 

Quorum  equidem  in  dele&u,  cum  varietati, 
tum  brevitati,  imprimis  autem  veritati  ftudemus. 

At  vero,  tali  in  ledfione,  poliunt,  ni  fallimur, 
juniores  praefertim  medici  tempus  ( neque  longa  e ft 
mora)  haud  fine  fru£tu  conterere.  Iis  itaque 
praecipue  dicamus,  hoc,  quicquid  eft,  opellae  ;  fi 
quid,  interea,  principibus  viris,  pro  tenuitate  nof- 
tra,  placuifle  cognoverimus,  id  ferio  nobis  gratu¬ 
labundi  :  Forfan,et  hujufmodi  alia,  data  occafione, 
prolaturi. 
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OBSERVATIO  I. 

' Thoracis  Hydrops,  cum  Empyemate. 

QUINDECIMO  aetatis  anno,  juvenis,  habitu 
ianguineo,  pleuritide  correptus,  decimo  morbi  die 
occubuit.  Cujus  per  totum  decurfum  cum  exfur- 
gerent  fymptomata  minime  vulgaria,  placuit  parentibus  et 
propinquis,  ut  verus  vifcerum  ftatus  ex  difquilitione  anato¬ 
mica  innotefceret, 

Diflecto  cadavere,  apparuit,  in  ftniftra  thoracis  parte,  lym- 
ohae  extra va fate  femi-libra.  Pulmo  fuperiori  parti  ejufdem 
ateris  adhaerebat.  Continuata  eft  hujufmodi  adhaeflo,  ad 
mediaftinum  ufque,  et  ad  latus  deinceps  thoracis  dextrum, 
ubi  inventus  eft  abfceflus,  inter  pulmonem  et  inferiores  cof- 
tas,  libram  integram  continens  purulentae  lymphae.  PuJmo 
iple  in  ftatu  fano  perftitit,  neque  aliquid  mali  paflus  eft,  nili 
in  fuperficie  hujulce  lobi,  qui  inflammatae  pleurae  connecte- 
batur.  Pericardium,  ad  extremos  limites  di  11:  nfum,  aquae 
etiam  purulentae  (a  praedidto  abfceflu  nihil  aut  parum  diffe¬ 
rentis)  libras  duas  continebat.  Cor  ipfum,  lolito  flaccidius 

a,  quali  ex  maceratione,  diminuta, 
B  maiaimum 


ac  pallidius,  fubftanti 
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Thoracis  &  Pericardii  Hydrops ,  cum  Empyemate. 

marafmum  mentiebatur  illius  vi fc eris.  Membrana  pericar¬ 
dii  craffior  fiebat,  uti  in  inflammationibus  accidere  folet, 
adeo,  ut,  aquis  ad  fummuin  ufque  repleta,  motum  cordis 
reciprocum  magnopere  impediret.  Ad  fundum  utriufque  ao- 
fcefras  fubfidebat  feri  coagulati  copia,  quali  etiam  fubftantia 
cordis  integra  involuta  eft. 

Hepar  magnitudinem  ordinariam  fuperabat,  (morbofi  ta¬ 
men  nihil  exhibebat)  et  regionem  fplenicam,  anteriori  ex 
parte,  occupaverat.  Inventa  eft,  in  abdomine,  lympha  paux¬ 
illa  extravafata,  csetera  fana. 

Ex  pramifils  fas  erit  colligere  fymptomatum  rationem, 
quae  in  hoc  cafu  occurrebant,  quae  autem  in  morbis  pleuri¬ 
ticis  rariffime  inveniuntur,  praefertim  in  lethalibus.  Corde, 
Icilicet,  undique  compreffo,  viribufque  marafmo  diminutis, 
neceffe  erat,  ut  puifus,  pro  ratione  febris  ac  doloris,  imbe¬ 
cillior  fieret,  at  neque  fanguis  e  brachio  miffus,  a  principio 
morbi,  faciem  pleuritici  fanguinis  exhibebat :  Quod  et  a 
languidiore  circuitu  potuit  pendere.  Medium  autem  quali 
flatum  obtinebat,  neque  crufta  inflammatoria  obdudtus, 
neque  fufior  folutiorve  folito,  ut  in  febribus  malignis,  neque* 
omnino  ferofus,  ut  in  hydropicis.. 

I 

In  venae-fecfione  ac  remediis  antiphlogifticis,  magna  ex 
parte  confiftehat  regimen  ;  uti  et  in  alvum  fbl ventibus.  At 
neque  omifla  funt  epifpaftica.  Quas  vero  circa  vifcera  ob- 
fervata  funt,  breviter  ut  repetam,  aderat  abfcelliis  thoracis 
dextri,  finiftri  hydrops,  incraffatio,  hydrops  et  abfcefius: 
pericardii,  adhaslio  pleura,  per  anticam  thoracis  partem,, 
imminutio  et  extenuatio  cordis  fubftauUae,  inufitatum,  con¬ 
tra,  hepatis  incrementum. 


Morbum 
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Morbum  hunc  veram  fuiffe  pleuro-pneumoniam,  ad  fup- 
purationem  vergentem,  nullus  dubito.  Cui  tamen  fuppura- 
tioni  intervenifte  extravafionem  lymphae,  non  eft  ablimile. 
Eventus  haud  infrequens,  in  morbis  thoracicis.  Neque  in¬ 
credibile  eft,  in  juvene  vegeto  ac  rofeo,  fub  fallaci  fanitatis 
fpecie,  latuiffe  morbum  chronicum,  cui,  ex  concepto  fri¬ 
gore,  inflammatio  fuperveniens,  finem  impoiuit  tragoedi®. 


OBSERVATIO  II. 

Abfcejjus  ex  Peripneumonid. 

PULMONUM  abfceftus  largior  et  empyema,  ple¬ 
rumque  in  phthifin  idque  cito,  delinunt.  Rariffime  au¬ 
tem  evadunt,  quibus  tale  quid  contigerit.  Ejufmodi  igitur 
exempla  quasdam  eo  lubentius  proferimus. 

•  '  v*‘'  1 

\ 

Vir  quadragenarius,  labore,  fub  dio,  vidtum  quaeritans, 
ex  aere  frigidiori  veram  patitur  peripneumoniam.  Suppu¬ 
ratur  pulmo ;  rupto  dein  apoftemate,  tuffis  adeft  purulenta, 
ac  febris,  raucedo,  et  fummus,  ex  colliquatione,  marcor. 
His  ita  malis  aegre  lutitantem  inveni.  Prasmifta  venasfec- 
tione  modica,  praeferibuntur  emollientia,  balfamica,  et  ni¬ 
tro  fa,  ac,  paulatim  ceiTante  fputo,  diasta  ladtea,  praeter  Ipem, 
reftituitur.  Manlit  tamen,  per  quadriennium,  raucedo.  Re¬ 
deunt  interea  vires,  cum  refpiratione  libera.  Denique 
exit,  &  ad  opus  quotidianum,  pro  folito,  reverfus. 

Elapfo  deinde  fpatio  prasdidto,  tufliendi  conatu  fortiori  ex- 

B  2  puit 


4  Abfceffus ,  ex  P er ip  ne  um  onia. 

puit  fubftantiam  glandulofam,  ovo  pafferino  fere  «qualem, 
fanguinea  gutta  fubtincftam,  et  a  morbi  reliquiis  protinus 
liber  evalit. 

■  ,  i  . 

Credo,  tandem,  abhinc  biennio,  vel  ulcere,  vel  calculo  re¬ 
nali  extindtum.  Annos  vero  faltem  octodecim,  a  primo 
morbi  infultu,  fupervixiire. 


OBSERVATIO  III. 


HUIC  limile  quiddam  memini  accidifle  mulierculae 
trigenariae,  cui,  haud  difpari  ex  caufa,  pulmo  fuppura- 
tus,  materiam  fcetidiffimam  diu  evomuit  ;  attamen,  ex  i- 
doneo  regimine,  ac,  demum,  ex  ufu  ladtis  afinini,  lanatum 
eft  vulnus,  rediitque  priftinus  corporis  habitus,  immo  plenior 
paulo. 


Pleuritide  autem,  poft  triennium,  correpta;,  recens  fuper- 
venit  fuppuratio,  difparuitque  ultro,  line  noxa  fenlibili.  Re¬ 
diit  appetitus,  rediere  catamenia,  vigorque  tum  animi,  cum 
corporis.  Recidivam  dein,  elapfo  quadriennio,  perpefla, 
fubito  emarcuit,  tandemque  feptem  poft  annos,  incidit  in 
tabem  lethalem» 
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OBSERVATIO  IV. 

Abfceffus  Pulmonum. 

MIRUM  autem,  hominem  prope  fexagenarium,  ex 
vomica  largiori,  fputo  purulento  ac  hasmoptoe  fre¬ 
quenti,  per  annos  ultra  viginti  quinque  laborafle  ;  ut  cen¬ 
tenis  pulmonibus  inftrudtum  crederes.  Hunc  tamen  in 
vivis  efle,  ut 'ut  pallidum  et  macilentum,  animoque,  faltem, 
valere,  veriffimum  eft. 

Huic  venae-fedtio  frequens  pro  lacra  eft  anchora,  quas 
etiam,  in  hujufmodi  cafu,  modo  in  tempore  adminiftretur, 
omnium  remediorum  eft  primum.  Hac  in  principio  neglec¬ 
ta,  fubfequitur  phthifts,  ut  plurimum,  nullis  remediis  cef- 
fura. 


OBSERVATIO  V. 

Pertujfis . 

JUVENIS,  circa  annum  statis  vigefimum  fecundum, 
tufii  corripitur  ferina,  cum  immani,  juxta  mediaftinum, 
dolore.  Venas- fedtione,  lenientibus,  antiphlogifticis,  vehea- 
toriis  nihil  efficitur.  Ad  gummofa,  et  volatilia  oleofis  com- 
mifta  accedimus.  Neque  his.  Repetita  vense-fedtio  potius 
obfuit.  Oriuntur  jam  fudores  colliquativi,  cum  vultu  fub- 
lurido.  Tandem  decoctione  corticis  peruvianicum  balfamo 
tolutano  mitigantur  fymptomata.  Dein,  ad  gelidum  flumen 
aufi  defeendere,  incolumes,  immo,  fani  evafimus, 

T  ■)  O  B  , 
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OBSERVATIO  VI. 

Fontanella  ad  Latus,  in  Empyemate. 

JUVENIS  alter,  athleticus,  viginti  fere  annorum,  gravi 
laborat  pleuritide,  ac  pulmonum  fimul  inflammatione. 
Evacuantium,  diluentium  ac  refrigerantium  ope,  poft  fex 
dies,  ceflavere  fymptomata.  Deerant  tamen  figna  critica,  qua- 
lia  in  morbo  re&e  judicato  fuperveniunt.  Hinc  mali  laten¬ 
tis  fufpicio.  Interea  paulatim  marcefcit  aeger,  fenflmque  fol- 
vitur  in  fudores  colliquativos.  Succedit  horripulatio,  cas- 
teraque  fuppurationis  indicia.  Diem  circiter  decimum,  ex 
quo  remiferat  dolor,  ex  abfceflu  pulmonis  flniflri,  ejicitur 
puris  copia,  fanguine  permifti,  et  male  olentis. 

i 

Hic  rerum  flatus,  ad  menfem,  fumma  cum  debilitate, 
facieque  tantum  non  Hippocratica.  In  re  conclamata,  ad¬ 
movetur  caufticum  lateri  affedto  •  cujus  ope,  fit  fontanella, 
inter  coflas  quintam  et  fextam.  Hoc  in  loco,  poft  duas 
feptimanas,  cum  fpes  fere  nulla  fubeflet,  per  membranam 
pleuras,  et  mufculos  intercoftales,  fubitus  materias  prorum  ¬ 
penti  fit  exitus  •  cujus  effluxu  fcetidiflxmo,  per  menfes  qua- 
tuor,  ac  paene  continuo,  vulnere  penitus  deterfo,  lenitur 
morbi  acrimonia,  fubfiftit  tuffis,  ac,  fuppreffo,  cum  febre 
hedica,  fudore  fimul  colliquativo,  fanatur  protinus  aeger, 
totus  jam  teres,  et  rotundus. 


OB- 
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OBSERVATIO  VII. 

Perforatio  Thoracis. 

CIRCA  magna  remedia,  non  femper  contingit,  andere 
i imul ,  et  fapere.  Novimus  tamen,  qm,  ec  m  empye¬ 
mate  limplici,  ex  infl  immatione  pleuras,  et  in  thoracis  hy¬ 
drope,  regionem  intercofLlem  feliciter  pertuderint. 

Forte  praetereuntem  ad  pauperculam  accerlivit  chirurgus, 
vir  fciens  et  expertus,  cui  latus,  die  praecedenti,  perforaverat. 
Vidi  profluentem  materiam,  ex  empyemate  largo,  qua  de¬ 
mum  fenfLm  diminuta,  fana  omnino  evafit,  ex  virgine,  jam 
nunc,  trium  liberorum  mater. 

Non  infrequens  erat  htec  operatio,  apud  Parilienfes,  fupe- 
riori  fseculo.  Cujus  et  encheirefin  deferiptam  habemus, 
non  folum  apud  authores  Gallos,  verum  etiam  a  noftratibus, 
praecipue  modernis,  accuratidime  inflitutam. 

Nequaquam  vero  celebrandam  cenfemus,  nili  intra  cavum 
thoracis  flu&uare  materiam,  certiffimis  ex  lignis  dignofeatur. 


OBSERVATIO  VIII* 

Ptyalijmus  Spontaneus . 

ANNUM  circa  aetatis  odtogelimum  fextvm,  vetula. 

puiilla  at  vegeta,  peripneumoniam  bis  intra  bienm  n 
palla,  incidit  tandem  in  dyfpnjeam  n  ole  fiam,  quae  tamen, 
fuperveniente  fputo  largiori,  cito  celfavit* 


Exorfus 
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Ptyalifmus  Spontaneus. 


Exorfus  eft  deinde  tumor,  ad  genam  finiftram,  juxta  ps 
ha  filare  3  cum  dolore  atroci,  ac  vix  tolerabili.  Quibus  indies 
adauctis,  cum  etiam  ab  oculo  interno  ad  nafum  ufque  et 
linguam  pertingeret  dolor,  haud  injuria  metuebatur  ab  in¬ 
cipiente  carcinomate  ;  praefer tim,  id  loci,  prius,  per  annos 
complures,  occupante  cruftula  fubfufca,  ut  plurimum  ficca, 
aliquoties  tamen  rore  pauxillo  madente. 

Huncce  interim  affectum  attentius  obfervanti  vifus  eft 
morbus,  ex  ferofa  potius  colluvie  ortus.  Maxume,  cum,  cx 
concepto  frigore,  ili  ico  augeri  fymptomata  deprehenderem. 
Ideo  perfuali,  ut  fpiffiori  velamine  caput  obduceret,  utque 
leni  gargarifmate,  pro  re  nata,  uteretur.  Quo  fahtum,  ut, 
pleno  perpetuoque  rivo  defluente  faliva,  ad  annum  nonagefi- 
mum  fecundam,  fine  ulla  graviori  noxa  pervenerit ;  cpo 
tempore,  veteris  aedificii  aci  inftar,  quafi  fponte,  coliapfa  eft. 

Verum  eft,  morbos  ferofos  liberiori  fecretione  fubinde 
folvi,  qualis  in  honefta  femina,  non  ita  pridem  contigit, 
crudeli  rheumatifmo  laboranti  ;  quae,  cteteris  incaftiim  ten- 
tatis,  ptyalifmo  tandem  fpontaneo,  (nefcio,  anne  adhuc  du¬ 
rante)  liberata  eft. 


OBSERVATIO^  IX. 

% 

In  Hcemorrhagia  quacunque ,  refpice  Febrem. 

QUADRAGINTA  plus  minus  annos  nata  mulier  in- 
■  nupta,  habitu  teneriori,  haemorrhagiam  uteri  con¬ 
tinuam. 


In  Hamorrhagia  refpice  Febrem.  9 

tinuam,  tertio  jam  menfe,  pafla  erat.  Cum  fruftra  eftent, 
quascunque  ftyptica  audiunt,  remedia,  tum  a  nobis,  tum  ab 
aliis  propofita,  pervicaciam  morbi  fedulb  perpendenti  occur¬ 
rit  febriculas  quiddam  delitentis,  variae  tamen,  et  mutabilis, 

nulloque  jufto  ordine  vel  accedentis,  vel  recedentis. 

% 

Huic  igitur  invigilandum  cenfuimus,  exhibitifque  fale 
abfynthii  ac  nitro,  cum  limonum  fucco,  intra  horas  viginti 
profligata  febre,  cum  fignis  criticis,  ceflavit  lymptoma. 

Notandum  eft,  in  hoc  cafu,  venae- fedtionem  faspius  itera¬ 
tam  nihil  valuifle,  ad  minuendam  febrem,  uti  et  neque  cor¬ 
ticem  peruvianum,  caeteris  ftypticis  a dj unitum,  quicquam 
profeciife. 

In  haemorrhagiis  periculoflflimis,  irritis  aliis,  quas  ex  Ia- 
turno  praeparantur  remedia  rariftime  fpem  noftram  iefellifie, 
memini.  Hujufmodi  praxin  lcio  improbare  medicos  aliquot 
inlignes.  Laudatur  ab  his,  culpatur  ab  illis.  Nae,,  plum¬ 
beum  extremarum  partium  colorem  qui  remediis  laturninis 
attribuunt,  theoriae  plus  fatis  indulgent,  obliti  forfan,  in  lan¬ 
guidiori  fanguinis  circuitu,  qualibet  ex  caufa,  (qui  tamen 
ftftendas  hoemorrhagiae  omnino  neceffarius  videtur)  hoc  idem 
fere  femper  accidere.  Nempe  in  acceflu  febris  quartanas,  in 
afledtu  hyfterico,  et  aliis.  Veritas  igitur  (non  noflro  tantum, 
fed)  ex  multiplici  experimento  elucefcit.  Sin  adflt  fpafmus, 
omnino  abflinendum  cenfeo.  Caeterum,  debita  cum  cau¬ 
tela  exhibitis,  haud  unquam  male  ceftifie  vidimus.  Quid 
autem  gravius  haemorrhagia  immedicabili  ?  Attamen,  ref¬ 
pice  febrem  ;  quae  nili  tollatur,  metus  eft,  ne  in  nobile  ali¬ 
quod  vifcus  vis  morbi  derivetur.  Hinc  fiequais  hepatis 
fchirrhus  (ubi  non  haemorrhagia  ex  ichirrho)  vei  abicelius, 
ac  hasmoptoe  in  pulmonis  vomicam  mutata. 

C. 
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OBSERVATIO  X. 

Scroti  Renovatio. 

IN  obfervationibus  Henrici  Baffii,  p.  1 94>  videre  eft  hifto- 
riam  fcroti  renafcentis.  Hujufmodi  cafum  vidimus,  olim, 
in  nofocomio,  ubi  miles,  ex  morbo  fyphilico,  fcroti  necrofin 
confequutus,  ejufque  integram  ablationem,  ac  deinde  ptyalif- 
mum  paffus,  fuborto  novo,  ita  feliciter  convaluit,  ut,  mtra 
paucas  hebdomadas,  vas  amplum  julcuio  repletum,  in  ulum 
Aegrotantium,  circumferendo  fufficeret.  Strenuus  fane  vir, 
ac  fortis,  dignufque,  qui,  aliis  in  caftris,  non  line  gloria, 

militaret. 

Similem  hiftoriam  narrat  Bartholinus,  inter  obfervationes 
anatomicas,  unamque  ac  alteram  Glandorpius,  in  lpeculo 


chirurgiae. 


OBSERVATIO  XI. 


Calculus  per  Alvum . 

HONESTA  foemina,  prope  fexagenaria,  biliofi  ha¬ 
bitus,  dolori  colico  fepius  fubjedta,  nujus  infultum 
acerbiorem  per  triduum  paffa  erat,  vomitumque  limul  con¬ 
tinuum.  Exhibitis  medicamentis  oleofis,  et  purgantibus, 

tandem  deiecit  per  fedem  lapillum,  oliva  mediocris  amu- 
"<  J  '  lum, 


Calculus  per  Alvum.  r 1 

lum,  ac  dolore  protinus  levata  eft.  Ad  eluendam  tamen  ven¬ 
triculi  faburram,  propinatum  eft  (quod  in  promptu  adftitit) 
emeticum,  ac  plus  femel  repetita  cathariis.  Quas  res  felici¬ 
ter  ceftit,  JEgra  ftatim  ad  integram  fanitatem  reftituta, 
neque  poftea  ejufmodi  malis  vexata. 

Difledtus  per  medium  lapis  fubftantiam  exhibuit  rutilan¬ 
tem,  refinofae  non  abfimilem.  Quanquam  hujufmodi  re¬ 
mediis  prius  ufam  fuifle,  minime  compertum  eft. 

Cortex  ejus  exterior  haud  ita  induruerat,  quin  fummis 
unguibus  facile  abraderetur. 


OBSERVATIO  XII. 


Paralyjis  cum  'Tertiana . 

I  G  I  N  T  I  fere  abhinc  annis,  ineunte  autumno, 
mulier  plufquam  feptuagenaria  veram  patitur  he¬ 
miplegiam,  accedente  etiam  linguas  paralyft.  Poft  venae- 
fedtionem  accerfttus,  inveni  vultu  livido,  pulfu  debili  ac  in¬ 
tercepto,  ad  extrema  porro  frigentem,  interdum  et  aliena, 
licet  haud  diftindte,  loquentem.  Applicatur  illico  veficato- 
rium  capiti,  brachio  etiam  crurique  lateris  affedti,  ac  prae- 
fcribuntur  remedia  praecipue  volatilia  et  cephalica,  cum  plus 
jufto  foiveretur  alvus,  interjedto,  pro  re  nata,  rhabarbari 
pauxillo. 


Rigori  praedidto  fucceftit  calor  intenfus,  ac  horas  circiter 
feptem  vel  octo  perftitit.  .Haec  inter,  multum  delirabat, 
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Paralyjis  cum  'Tertiana. 

ad  folutionem  ufque  paroxyfmi,  qui  tandem  in  fudorem 
benignum  defiit.  Mane  proximo,  lingua  pulfuque  plufcu- 
lum  valebat.  Debilitas  autem  lateris  liderati  adhuc  durabat. 
Exhibita  eft,  cum  cephalicis  fortioribus,  miftura  falis  ablyn- 
thii,  fucco  limonum  faturati.  Die  morbi  tertio,  rediit  ri¬ 
gor,  quo  decedente,  rurfus  incaluit,  inque  fudores,  iterum, 
lub  finem,  foluta  eft.  Facies  haec  erat  verae  intermittentis, 
cortici  peruviano  mox  locum  daturae.  Cum  vero,  tum  mi¬ 
tiori  intenfionis  gradu,  tum  durationis  fpatio,  a  priori  longe 
diftingueretur  hic  paroxyfmus,  vifum  eft,  alteram  potius 
periodum  expectare,  quo  certiori  methodo  morbus  oppug¬ 
naretur.  Neque  enim  diffitear,  juniorem  tum  in  praxi  me¬ 
dicinali,  paulifper,  circa  hujufce  remedii  ufum,  haefifle,  in 
calu,  praeiertim,  infolito,  et,  quafi,  novo. 

Tempore  igitur  exfpedtato  rediit  febris,  abiitque,  ut  prius, 
in  fudorem  proficuum.  Hanc  utique  occafionem  nadti, 
corticem  praediolum,  fine  mora,  praebuimus,  radici  ferpen- 
tariae  caeterifque  ex  nervofo  genere  remediis  conjunOtum. 
Qua  methodo,  fubaOla  febre,  rediit  illico  priftinus  rerum 
ftatus,  ut  ad  provediorem  adhuc  aetatem  probe  fe  haberet, 
non,  nifi  complures  poft  annos,  demum  emortua. 


O  B  S  E  RV  AT  I  O  XIII. 

*  ,  «• 

Ex  tertiana.,  lochia  fuppreffa. 

PUERPERA  delica  tui  ae,  primis  a  partu  diebuf,  ex 
admiffo  frigore,  fubfiftunt  lochia.  Suboritur  ftatim  ri¬ 
gor. 


Ex  tertiana ,  lochia  fupprejja.  j  3 

gor,  (cum  cephalaea,  ac  fumma  anxietate)  aliquot  poft  horas 
recedens,  fuccefiit  mox  febris  intenfior,  ad  horas  etiam  odo 
vel  novem  protrada.  Poftero  die,  a  febre  prorfus  vacabat. 
Mane  autem  fequenti,  majore  cum  faevitia  rediit  paroxyfmus; 
quo  tempore  primum  aegrotantem  invifi,  reperique  difficile 
fpirantem,  pulfu  paene  extindo,  ac  facie,  quaii  jam  tum 
moriturae. 

Praefcriptus  eft  hauftus,  ex  fale  abfynthii,  cum  limonum 
fucco,  fuperaddito  croco,  caftoreo,  ac  hujufmodi  aliis,  fuafi . 
que,.ut,  ad  finem  ufque  paroxyfmi,  tertia  quaque  hora  ad¬ 
hiberetur.  Quo,  demum,  in  fudorem  foluto,  vifum  effi 
non  alia  methodo  profligatum  iri  morbum,  quam  quae  ex 
corticis  peruviani  ufu  peteretur.  Hoc  igitur  (adj  undis  e- 
tiam  chalybeatis,  et,  quae  uterina  audiunt,  remediis)  Dofi  fa¬ 
tis  larga  frequentique,  adhibito,  neque  pofiea  invafit  febris, 
ac,  intra  nycthemeri  fpatium,  favente  Lucina,  ceflavit  lochio- 
rum  fupprefiio. 


OBSERVATIO  XIV. 

Re  Sii  in  V ejicam  perforatio. 

PHARMACOPOLA  feptuagenarius,  vir  probitate 
ipedabilis,  atroci  morbo,  per  decennium,  laboraverat. 
Conquefius  praecipue,  de  dolore  interno,  juxta  perinaeum,  ac 
collum  veficae,  qui  ad  redum  prorfus  inteftinum  pertingeret. 
In  ambiguo  fane  flatu  haerebat  j  cum  enim  miduritio  fre¬ 
quens  urgeret,  fepillime  faeces  tantum  alvinas  depofuit  ; 

contra, 


14  ReSli  in  V eficam  perforatio. 

contra,  cum  deficiendi  neceilitate  premeretur,  urina  fubinde 
fimplex  excernebatur.  Nunc  viis  deftinatis  utramque  par¬ 
tem  exoneravit,  non  raro  autem  urina  retrorfum  delcendit. 
Ita  diu  miferam  protraxit  animam,  donec  alicunde  exorfa 
febris,  finem  attulit  aerumnis. 

*  '  ■  v  •  r  ■  .  ■  ' 

Poft  mortem,  infpiciendi  cadaveris  data  eft  copia,  cujus 
aperti  haec  erat  conditio. 

Pulmonum  lobus  pofterior  utrinque  ex  inflammatione 
nigrefcebat ;  pleurae  quodammodo,  a  latere  finiftro,  affixus. 

p-  •  >  * 

Inteflina  univerfim  difcolorata.  Duodeni  aderat  inflam¬ 
matio,  ad  fphacelum  tendens.  Vafa  mefenterica,  fupra 
modum,  diftenfa. 

Coli  pars  caeco  proxima,  diftenfa  fimul,  et  inflammata. 

*  *> 

Redum,  per  integram  longitudinem,  durum,  lividum, 

et  fchirrhofum. 

Splen  etiaip,  ex  fchirro  livefcens,  vix  dimidium  magnitu¬ 
dinis  legitimae  explebat. 

Renis  finiftri  fubftantia  tota  in  fuppurationem  abiit.  Su- 
perftite  folum  membrana  inveftiente,  in  plurimas  itidem 
cavernas  diftin&a,  veteris  morbi  reliquias. 

Ren  dextrum  menfuram  naturalem  triplo  fuperabat,  et 

materia  purulenta  fcatebat. 


/ 


Ureteris 


ReSti  in  V zjtcatn  perforatio. 
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Ureteris  finiftri  magnitudo  mirabilis,  trium  faltem  digi¬ 
torum  capax.  Dextri  ad  initium,  formata  (proculdubio) 
recens  obftrudtio,  tam  urinae  quam  puris  defcenfum  in  vefi- 
cam,  magna  ex  parte  impedivit. 

*  >  ’ .  'i  .  ■.  )  '  -  »l  -  .  .  -  >  '  J  . 

Veficae  tunicae,  ex  inflammatione  crafliores  evafere. 

Membrana  interna,  ulceribus  depafta,  innumeras  etiam 
exhibuit"  Cavernas. 

Se£ta  vefica,  exiit  urinae  purulentae  copia.  Hinc  foramen 
amplum  in  inteftinum  re£tum  defiit. 

In  inguine  dextro,  hernia  vetus  omentalis.  Caetera  omnia 
naturae  confentanea. 


OBSERVATIO  XV. 

VI  R  octogenarius,  urinae  retentione,  per  feptimanam 
integram  premebatur.  Urgebat  interea  dolor  inten- 
fus,  circa  perinaeum  ;  ac  virga,  ut  in  veficae  calculo,  intra 
abdomen  retrahebatur.  Signum  ejus,  fl  qua  fcriptoribus  fides, 
praecipuum,  ac  pathognomonicum.  Immiffo  cathetere,  ne¬ 
que  urinae  quicquam,  aut  calculi  inventum.  Orta  dein 
fufpicio  de  obftructione  renum.  Unde  autem  fymptomata 
defcripta  *? 

Ve- 


*  Quid  ni  ex  carcinomate  interno  ? 


1 6  Renum  ac  V ejicce  Suppuratio  et  Ulcus. 

Vense-fedione,  clyfteribus,  opiatis,  emollientibus,  femi- 
cupio,  remediis  denique  variis  necquicquam  laboravimus. 
Tandem,  longum  poft  tempus,  cum  alvus  libere  fatis  folve- 
retur,  nihil  tamen  profuit.  Quid  multa  ?  Inter  purgandum, 
urina,  fub  finem,  copiofe  defcendens,  poftico  fefellit  ad  flan¬ 
tes.  Viis  autem  ordinariis,  ne  gutta  quidem  exclufa.  eft. 
Alteram,  demum,  poft  feptimanam,  interiit  aeger. 

Utrumque  uno  eodemque  morbo  occubuifle,  isesf 


OBSERVATIO  XVI. 

DOLOREM  quendam  obfcurum  fenferat  vir  qua¬ 
dragenarius,  circa  renem  dextrum.  Pofl  menfes 
quatuordecim,  juxta  veficae  collum,  acerbius  dolebat,  cum. 
frequenti  miduritione,  ac  urina,  fubinde,  purulenta. 

Remediis  mille  incafium  ten tatis,  tandem  medicum  accer- 
fit.  Summa  tum  macies,  ex  febre  hedica.  Dein,  renem  al¬ 
terum  invadente  morbo,  totalis  urinae  fuppreffio,  mors 

Ex  diffedione,  poft  mortem,  in  confpedum  venit  mem¬ 
brana  renis  dextri,  parenchymate  orbata.  Ex  finiftri  fub- 
ftantia  porola,  veluti  ex  fpongia,  effluxit  ubique  pus  fince- 
rum.  Ve  fica  etiam,  urina,  ac  pure  repleta,  non  uno  itidem 
in  loco  exefa  ;  ut  inter  tunicam  internam  et  mufculofam, 
plurimis  quafi  cryptis  continerentur.. 

Hancce 

*  Duplici  ex  caufa  deducenda  videtur  haec  obftrudtio.  Occlufo  fcilicet 
urethrae  principio,  ex  pure,  ad  vefic®  collum  fiftente,  et  impedita  fimul,  ex 
recenti  renis  alterius  fuppuratione,  ulteriori  urinae  iecretione. 


Renum  ac  V eficce  Suppuratio  et  XJlcus, 
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Hancce  hiftoriam  non  aliam  ob  caufam  obtulimus,  quam 
ut  confulat  ledtor  Cl.  Chefeldeni  anatomiam  *,  ubi,  ni  falli¬ 
mur  obfcuritate  loci,  hujufmodi  ftatum  veficte  negat  fe  vi- 
diffe.  Qui  rem  aliter  explicuerit,  nae,  gratum  dubitanti 
praeftabit  opus. 

%*  ;  J  ■*'  -  *  ■  •  -  -  _  ‘  4'-  V  -  .  ,  •  Wli _ _  i.-  .  ~ 


OBSERVATIO  XVII, 
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Abfcejfus  Ventriculi ,  et  Veftcce. 

!  ,  f  ^  r  ■  <-  -  » 

MORBOS  cutaneos  per  univerfam  corporis  fuperfi- 
ciem  huc  illuc  obrepere,  partefque  maxime  remotas 
afficere,  nemo  nefcit.  Anne  fuperficies  etiam  interna  fi- 
mile  quiddam  patiatur,  ut  vifcera  longe  diftantia  diathefi 
eadem  morbofa  laborent,  videant  curioli  pathologiae  indaga¬ 
tores. 

Nobis  utique,  bis  intra  unius  anni  circulum,  occurrit  ab- 
fceffiis  ventriculi,  ffinuT  ac  velicae  urinariae.  Exefa  proti¬ 
nus  tunica  illius  villofa, 
in  mucilaffinem  redactis. 

O 

In  utroque  vifcere,  (corporis  fcilicet  diffedti,  nam  alterius 
non  data  eft  copia)  ad  fundum  fubiidebat  pus  hncerum, 
fupernatante  lympha,  ex  fufco  nigricante.  Renes  omnino 
fani. . 

Aderat,  „ 


hujus  membranofa,  reliquiis  foluna 


*  Edit.  Anni  1740,  p.  261. 


i!3  Abfceffus  Ventriculi,  et  V zficce. 

Aderat,  in  altero  fubjeddo,  vomitus  continuus,  in  altero, 
non  nili  per  intervalla  redibat.  Urina,  in  utroque,  purulenta, 
at  parum  faetens.  Rarus  huic  ad  matulam  egreffus,  nullo 
interim  doloris  affedtu  :  Illi  frequentius  mingendi  deiide- 
rium,  gravi  non  fine  moleftia. 

Ex  anatomico  examine,  hinc,  patuit  pathologia,  ex  altera 
parte,  a  fymptomatis  folis,  liquido  tamen,  ut  vifum  eft, 
dedudta.  Vomitu  fcilicet,  et  urina  purulentis. 

v  *  , 

Si  quis  autem  ex  renum  potius  abfcefiii  materiam  hanc 
produdtam  cenfeat,  eadem  forfan  eft  iEtiologia,  neque 
pathos  abftmile» 
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S  E  R  I  O  U  S  REFLECTIONS 


O  N  THE 


fHantfoltj  Batigers 


Attending  the  USE  of 


COPPER  VESSELS, 


S  I  R, 

H  E  principal  Motives  wliich  are  apt  to  excite  a 
Man  to  exhibit  himfelf  to  the  World  in  print  may 
be  reduced  to  three  :  Luere,  Reputation,  the  public 
Good.  The  firft  of  thefe  Motives,  where  neceffity  prelTes 
hard  upon  a  Man,  and  no  other  moral  Duty  fuffers  by  it,  is  af 
leaft  excufeable.  The  fecond  is  fomewhat  more  :  It  is  even 
commendable.  For  tho’,  like  the  former,  it  fprings  from 
the  €onlideration  of  Self,  while  it  fteers  wide  of  Prejudice  to 

other% 


others,  there  is  Honour  in  it*s  aim,  and  it  may  be  produdtive 
of  general  Benefit  in  it*s  confequences.  But  as  for  the  Laft, 
namely,  the  public  Good,  it  is  fuperlatively  great  and  truly 
noble  ;  and  has  every  Claim  to  univerfal  Efteem.  Doubt- 
lefs  it  may,  and  I  believe  often  does,  happen,  that  ali  thefe 
Motives  unite  in  the  excitement  of  one  and  the  fame  Perfon. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  that  he,  who  never  puts  Pen 
to  Paper  but  with  an  Eye  to  the  good  of  Mankind,  deferves 
all  men’s  Efteem  ;  even  where  ali  his  attempts  prove  to  be 
but  weak  ;  and  tho*  he  fhould  appear  to  have  forne  other  of 

the  above  Motives  annex’d  to  it. 

*  -  •  .1  ■  -  - 

•  »  •  r 

v'  '  4'  y  -!,?  >  *•  "  ■  ■  "  '  v  •  ■'  '  '■  •=  '« 

After  this  fliort  Preamble,  permit  me,  Sir,  by  the  prefent 
Addrefs  to  you,  to  ufher  into  the  World  my  ferious  Enqui- 
ries  into  a  fubjedl  which  I  think  of  real  Importance  to  Man¬ 
kind  ;  m,  The  dangerous  Ufe  of  Copper  Utenfils  in  general 
in  the  Preparation  of  our  Food.  Tho’  it  is  to  you  I  offer  my 
Thoughts  5  it  is  to  the  Public  I  defign  the  Benefit  of  them, 
if  any  fhould  thence  accrue.  And  if  in  realitv  any  Advan- 
tages  fhould  arife  to  Mankind  from  this  hafty  Attempt,  I 
will  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  own3  that  they  are  chiefly  to  be  fet 
down  to  your  Credit,  to  whom  I  owe  the  firft  Hints  on  this 
Subjeci. 

*  ^  *»  -  '•  TT  “if1  *  '  _■$„  ; 

r-  »  r-  »  f  f  t-  «  ,  j  -  *  \  h  •  r  '  ■  * 

Copper  is  certainly  a  beautiful  dudlile  Metal,  of  excellent 
Service  on  many  Occafions.  However,  as  throughout  the 
whole  Oeconomy  of  the  Univerfe  nothing  can  be  right,  but 
what  is  rightly  apply’d,  fo  it  appears  to  me,  that,  however 
valuable  this  Metal  may  be,  and  really  is,  when  properly  ap- 
plv’d  3  it  is  frequently  ufed  to  very  improper  Purpofes  5  nay 
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always  is  fo,  when  forrrdd  into  Veffels  to  be  adapted  to  the 
End  of  preparing  our  Food, 

By  the  Laws  of  Nature  the  whole  animal  Creation  is  fup- 
ported  by  Food  ;  without  this  firft  grfcat  Reftorer,  ali  living 
Exiftences  upon  Earth  muft  link  into  their  original  Nothing. 
Man  however,  and  Man  alone,  is  bleft  with  the  Power  of 
reafoning,  of  difcerning,  of  judging  :  It  is  he  who  penetrates 

•  *"*  *  1  ,  '  .  .1  i  !  '  <w  /  ^ 

into  the  Secrets  of  Nature  ;  it  is  he  who  diftinguifhes  what 
is  to  be  purfued,  and  what  avoided  ;  and  he,  in  a  word,  is 
the  only  rational  Decider,  what  Food  is  falutary  and  what  de» 
ftrudtive.  But  altho'  it  be  true,  that  of  ali  fublunary  Beings, 
Man  alone  is  poflefs*d  of  this  Power,  yet  it  is  equally  true  that 
every  Man  is  not  poffefs’d  of  the  reafoning  Faculties  in  the 
fame  Degree,  Nature  is  not  alike  bountifui  to  all ;  and  if  fhe 
was,  without  mentioning  the  Indolence  of  forne,  and  the  Ca- 
pricioufnefs  of  others,  the  Occupations  of  Life  are  io  very 
many,  that  Knowledge  muft  neceflarily  be  limited  in  every 
one,  and  confequently  any  one  Individual  of  the  human 
Species  can  only  attain  to  a  Part  of  it» 

Hence  it  appears,  that  tho’  any  one  Man  may  know  many 
things ;  yet  he  cannot  know  all  things :  And  while  we  honour 
and  efteem  a  Man  of  extenfive  Learning,  as  a  valuable  Mem- 
ber  of  Society,  yet  are  we  fenfible  there  are  many  things  he 
muft  be  an  utter  ftranger  to,  on  account  of  the  narrow 
Bounds  of  human  Talents  on  one  hand,  and  of  the  many 
unavoidable  avocations  of  human  Life  on  fhe  other. 


If  thus  much  be  granted  to  be  folid  Truth ;  it  may  with- 
out  Rafhnefs  be  faid,  that  the  Subjedt  before  me  has  not 
been  confider’d  by  all,  or  oonfidered  fo  maturely  as  it  de- 


ferves. 


Food,  as  I  have  obferv’d  above,  is  indifpenfably  neceflary 
for  the  fupport  of  Life  :  Now  it  is  not  fufficient  that  to  our 
beft  Judgment  we  chufe  the  wholefome,  and  ufe  it  tempe- 
rately  ;  we  muft  go  farther,  and  take  care,  that  our  manner 
of  preparing  it  be  fuch,  as  may  not  either  fhorten  our  Lives, 
qv  endanger  our  Health. 


I  need  not  teli  you,  Sir,  that  Copper  Utendis  are  now 
employed  in  almoft  every  Kitchen  in  the  Kingdom ;  Cop¬ 
per  Pots,  Copper  Stew-pans,  Copper  SauCe-pans  aud  Copper 
Tea-kettles  are  all  in  daily  ufe  among  us ;  to  which  we  muft 
add,  Kettles,  Ladles,  and  divers  other  things  ufed  in  Cookery, 
made  of  Brafs,  which  is  the  fame  Metal  incorporated  with  a 
foffil  Subftance,  well  known  by  .the  Name  of  Lapis  Calami - 
narisy  or  Calamine  Stone .  Thefe  Utendis,  'from  the  very 
nature  of  the  Metal,  throw  out  a  poifonous  Matter,  more 
or  lefs,  which  mixing  with  our  Food,  renders  it  in  a  greater 
or  leffer  degree  perriicious.  It  muft  be  obferv*d,  that  the 
pernicious  Effecfts  of  Copper  are  fometimes  evident,  at  other 
times  latent :  In  the  firft  Cafe  it  ftands  felf-condemn’d  by 
undeniable  Fa£ls ;  in  the  other,  tho'  we  cannot  fo  cer- 
tainly  demonftrate  it’s  deftruftive  Properties,  yet  is  the  Pre- 
fumption  againft  it  fo  very  ftrong,  as,  in  our  Judgment,  to 
deferve,  not  only  our  own  Enquiries,  but  thofe  of  the  wifeft 
Body  in  the  Kingdom. 


As 
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As  I  have  obferv*d,  and  you,  Sir,  are  fenfible,  deep  Sci¬ 
ence,  learned  Difquifitions,  and  very  nice  Bxperiments  are 
not  the  Province  of  every  one  :  Certainly  then  he  who  aims 
at  being  generally  ufeful  fhould  adapt  himfelf  to  the  Multi- 
tude :  that  is,  his  Ideas  fliould  be  ciear,  his  Expreffions  fa- 
miliar,  and  then  he  will  be  underftood  by  all.  You  wili 
therefore,  I  don’t  doubt,  not  only  pardon  me,  but  even  be 
pleafed,  that,  in  confidering  this  Subjedt,  I  avoid  as  much  as 
poffible  all  abftrufe  Arguments,  all  ambiguous,  or  technical 
Ternas,  in  order  that  I  may  be  the  more  generally  intelligible 
to  my  Readers.  Thus  then,  without  recurring  to  an  Ana- 
lyfis  of  Copper,  or  fearching  the  Mines  to  trace  it’s  Origin, 

I  cannot  but  think  that,  in  the  Fornis  in  which  we  daily  fee 
and  ufe  it,  it  is  capable  of  affedling  our  Health,  by  tainting 
perhaps  every  part  of  the  Food,  where  the  Utenfils  made  of 
that  Metal  have  been  made  ufe  of  in  dreffing  it. 

The  Matter,  which  Copper  throws  out,  is  Verdigreafe,  a 

i 

rank  cauftic  Salt*  in  plain*  Ternas,  a  Poifon. 

Copper  has  been  much  efteemfd  from  it’s  being  fo  very 
malleable  ;  that,  is,  that  by  it’s  yielding  fo  readily  to  the  Ham- 
mer,  it  can  with  eafe  be  work’d  into  this  or  that  Forni.  Now 
this  very  Property,  notwithflanding  it  has  hitherto  been  an  . 
argument  in  it’s  Favour,  is  in  Reality  an  Argument  againft 
it ;  for  the  more  malleable  a  Metal  is,  the  fofter  are  it’s  Pores ; 
and  the  fofter  the  Pores  are,  the  more  readily  does  it  throw 
out  any  Matter  contained  in  it,  whether  noxious  or 
otherwife.  But  to  proceed — 


B 


Let 
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Let  us  fuppofe,  for  argument  fake,  Firlt,  that  we  have  a 
Copper  Utenfil  perfedtly  new,  juft  fent  frorn  the  Brafier’s ; 
for  inftance,  a  Preferving-pan  not  tinn’d  $  if  it  ftands  quite 
unufed  but  a  ihort  time,  the  very  Air,  efpecially  a  moift: 
one,  will  affedt  it  5  there  is  a  foulnefs  on  the  Pan  acquired 
we  know  not  how ;  which  if  rubb’d  off  with  a  warm  Hand* 
has  an  extremely  difagreeable  Smell ;  if  we  apply  it  to  the 
Tongue  it  has  a  naufeous  Tafte,  in  proportion  to  the  Time 
the  Pan  has  been  expofed  to  the  Air.  Now,  if  the  Air  alone 
has  power  to  extradt  a  degree  of  poifonous  Matter  from 
Copper,  what  may  we  not  fear  from  the  many  Ways  thefe 
Utenfils  are  employed  ? 

Secondly,  If  a  little  cold  Water  be  put  into  this  Pan,  tho* 
perfeftly  clean,  and  left  to  fland  a  few  days,  the  Pan  is  vi- 
fibly  corroded,  as  appears  by  the  Yerdigreafe  all  round  the 
Spot  where  the  Water  fettled.  Water  therefore,  it  is  evi- 

dent,  will  extrad  this  poifonous  Matter  from  Copper. 

« 

*  ~  -  '  ’  -  .  •  1 

Now  tho’  Air  and  cold  Water  affedt  this  Metal,  yet  is 
there  mucli  more  to  be  apprehended  than  from  thefe  fimple 
Power s ;  for  furely  Copper,  when  heated  mufl  have  much 
more  force  to  throw  out  pernicious  Particles,  than  when  cold» 
Therefore, 

Thirdly,  If  Water  be  long  boihd  in  fuch  a  Pan,  it  will 
be  fo  tainted  as  to  become  more  or  lefs  difagreeable  both  in 
Smell  and  Tafte:  tho’  even  this  will  be  in  a  different  de¬ 
gree,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  Water  fo  boihd. 


Fourthly, 
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'  Fourthly,  If  Milk  be  boiled  in  this  Pan,  it  will  acquire 
fo  naufeous  a  Tafte  as  fcarce  to  be  borne* 

Fifthly,  If  Vinegar  be  boil’d  in  it,  it  will  alfo  contrait  a 
naufeous  Tafte,  tho*  that  Naufeoufnefs  be  partly  moderated 
by  the  power  of  the  Acid ;  but  that  it  is  impregnated  with  a 
portion  of  Verdigreafe  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  Tafte 
of  the  Vinegar,  but  from  it’s  having  left  every  Part  of  the 
Pan,  which  the  Vinegar  touch’d,  brighter  and  cleaner,  if  pof- 
fible,  than  when  it  came  out  of  the  Brafier’s  Shop. 

Sixthly,  If  Salt  be  put  into  the  fame  Pan,  whether 
heated  or  not,  and  left  to  ftand  forne  Time,  it  is  tinged  in 
different  Places  of  a  greenilh  hue;  which  is  Verdigreafe 
exudated  from  the  Pan,  tainting  thofe  parts  of  the  Salt  which 
were  neareft  to  it. 

Seventhly,  If  it  be  ufed  for  the  melting  of  Butter,  the 
Butter  will  contrait  a  ftill  more  naufeous  Tafte  than  that 
which  Milk  is  apt  to  do. 

Eighthly,  Let  it  be  made  ufe  of  for  melting  of  Suet,  or  any 
other  fat  Subftance,  and  this  be  left  to  ftand  in  it,  it  will 
have  not  only  a  naufeous  Tafte,  but  alfo  contrait  a  greenifli 
hue  from  the  Verdigreafe,  which  the  Copper  throws  out. 

Ninthly,  Sugar  alfo  is  capable  of  extraiting  the  Verdigreafe 
from  Copper,  it  beinga  kind  of  faline  Subftance,  and  is  by  fome 
called  a  faccharineSalt,  not  only  from  it’s  fhooting  into  cryftals 
like  Salt,  but  from  it’s  aitive  Property  and  Power  of  preferv- 

B  2  ing 
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ing  forne  Subftances  as  Salt  does  othersi  But  with  this  too  the 
naufeous  Tafte  is  in  part  conceaPd,  as  well  as  with  (he  Vinegar* 
by  the  Power  of  the  Acid  inherejnt  in  both. 

T 

From  thefe  few  Remarks  on  the  Effedt  that  Copper  has  on 
the  fimple  Parts  of  our  Food,  what  may  we  not  fear  when  a 
multiplicity  of  Ingredients  are  combined  ?  May  we  not  rea- 
fonably  infer,  that  thofe,  who  feed  onthe  choiceft  Viands,have 
their  Health  fo  much  the  more  expofed  f  As  every  Rank  of 
People  in  the  Kingdom  make  ufe  of  Copper  Utenfils,  more 
or  lefs,  in  dreffing  their  Food,  fo  every  Rank  muft  be  more 
or  lefs  liable  to  fuffer  from  the  Tamt  it  receives  from  them  ; 
but  thofe  who,  not  contented  with  piam  and  fimple  Diet, 
feed  on  the  moft  labour’d  Difhes,  muft  furely  hazard  their 
Health  in  a  much  more  confiderable  degree  ;  as  the  poifonous 
Particles  muft  neceffarily  be  thrown  out  in  greater  quantities, 
tho’  difguifed,  perhaps,  in  the  Tafte,  by  the  highFlavour  of  a 
Ragout. 

* 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  charg’d  upon  me  that  I  have  not  le t  out 
fairly,  as  the  Utenfil  I  have  mention’d  is  fuppofed  to  be  un- 
tinrfid,  contrary  to  the  general  Cuftom  in  the  Ufe  of  Copper. 
When  Copper,  from  it’s  lightnefs  and  beauty,  was  firft  intro- 
duced  into  our  Kitchens,  our  Forefathers  were  fenfible  it 
abounded  with  a  Matter  very  unfit  to  mingle  with  what  is  to 
be  convey’d  into  the  Stomach  :  and  therefore,  wifely  endea- 
vour’d  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  Mifchief,  as  well  as  they 
could,  by  coating,  with  melted  Tin,  the  whole  infide  of  the 
Veflels  they  made  ufe  of;  thereby  to  intercept  and  repel  the 
pernicious  Effluvia  of  that  unwholefome  Metat,  with  a  kind 
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of  Lining  as  it  were  of  a  lefs  dangerous  odfe,  This  method  we 
flill  purfae  in  part,  but  not  wholly  ;  for  Veffels  for  feveral  pur~ 
pofes,  and  particularly  thofe  ufed  for  preferving  Fruits  are  ge- 
nerally  untinffd,  as  may  be  feen  in  every  BrafieFs  Shop  in 
the  Kingdom. 

Thus  tho’  I  chofe  an  untinn’d  Utenfil  for  argument  fake,  1 
am  far  from  maintaining  that  we  do  not  ufe  many  that  are 
tinn’d.  But  does  this  fecure  us  from  Danger  ?  By  no  means. 
Does  Copper  by  it’s  Nature  abound  with  Verdigreafe  ?  Is 
this  Verdigreafe  capable  of  being  exudated  from  it  by  Water, 
Salt,  Vinegar,  and  other  Materials  daily  ufed  in  Cookery  ?  And 
is  this  Matter,  this  Verdigreafe,  when  mix’d  with  our  Meat 

and  Drink,  and  receiv’d  into  the  Stomach,  capable  of  affefting 
our  Health  ?  If  thefe  Queffions  are  anfweFd  in  the  Affirma¬ 
tive,  not  ali  the  Methods  that  have  hitherto  been  ufed  to  de- 
fend  us  from  their  Poifon  can  juftify  our  continuing  the  Ufe 
of  thefe  Utenffis  :  My  Reafons  are  thefe. 

Firft,  Belides  thefe  fmaller  Veffels  for  the  Purpofes  of 
preferving  and  forne  other  particular  Ufes,  thofe  larger  ones 
antonomaflically  or  by  excellence,  on  account  of  their  Size, 
call’d  in  general  Copper  thofe  I  mean  which  are  commonly 
fix’d  in  Brick-work,  for  Waffiing,  Brewing,  and  other  like 
Purpofes,  are  always  uhtinffd.  Now  it  is  well  known,  that 
in  thoufands  of  Families  the  fame  Copper  which  ferves  for 
Waffiing,  is  alfo  made  ufe  of  to  boil  a  Ham,  a  large  piece 
of  Beef,  or  any  other  greatjoint  of  Meat :  perhaps  too  when 
it  is  cankeFd  with  Soap,  and  confequently  rendeFd  ftill 
more  dangerous. 


Secondly* 
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Secondly,  Becaufe  Tinning,  tho’  iri  fome  degree  a  Fenee* 
yet  is  it  too  weak  a  one  to  be  depended  on.  Every  hody 
muft  be  fenfible  how  much  Care  is  requirite  in  this 
Foint  5  for  unlefs  we  can  confide,  which  in  general  it  is 
impoffible  to  do,  that  our  Sauce-pans,  Stew-pans,  &c. 
will  always  be  kept  weli  tinn’d,  we  cannot  ufe  them  with 
any  degree  of  Safety.  A  very  fhort  time  deftroys  the  Tin¬ 
ning,  either  wholly  or  in  part ;  it  may  be  feraped  ofF,  burnt 
off,  melted  ofF,  or  fcower’d  ofF ;  fo  that  our  Safety  herein, 
in  great  meafure,  depends  on  the  Virtue,  Care,  and  Labour 
of  thofe,  who  prefide  in  the  Kitchen,  or  the  Scullery.  *  ; 

The  Eye  of  a  watchful  Miftrefs,  a  notable  Daughter,  or  a 
ftaid  Houfekecper,  is,  no  doubt,  a  good  Check  upon  uncleanly 
or  carelefsServants;  but  very  many  Families  are  unhappy 
enough  to  be  deftitute  of  fuch  a  Blefling  ;  and  certainly  no 
guard  againft  this  Mifchief  is  fufficient  without  the  niceft: 
Circumfpedtion.  Who  is  there  with  any  degree  of  Obfer- 
vation,  or  knowledge  of  Life,  but  has  feen  fome  Inftances  of 
the  efFefts  of  Copper  on  their  Food  ?  A  Soup  excellently  good 
to-day,  ifleft  by  any  Negligence  in  a  Copper  VelFel,  cannot 
be  eat  to-morrow.  A  Bafon  of  Broth  is  brought  to  a  fick 
Perfon,  who  perhaps  is  made  more  fo  by  it’s  tafting  of 
Copper  or  Brafs.  A  Cup  of  Butter  is  frequently  fent  up  to 
Table  fo  naufeous,  that  it  infedts  every  thing  it  is  poui^d 
upon :  and  on  enquiring  into  the  Caufe,  the  Cook  informs 
her  Miftrefs  that  the  Sauce-pan  wants  Tinning.  So  likewife 
Pickles  are  ferv’d  up  very  inviting  to  the  Eye,  but  often  in» 
fupportably  rank  to  the  Tafte$  how  fo  ?  why  the  good 
Houfewife  boil'd  a  ShillingVworth  or  two  of  half-pence,  or 

a  pound 
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a  pound  Brafs  Weight  in  the  Vinegar  to  make  her  Pickles  of 
a  fine  Green.  Thefe,  and  many  more  Circumftances  of  a 
fimilar  Nature,  come  within  general  Obfervation.  But  here 
I  beg  leave  to  add,  by  way  of  illuftration,  an  In  (lance  or 
two  highly  worthy  our  Notice. 

I 

A  Gentleman  of  diftinguifh’d  Charadter  in  this  Metropo¬ 
lis  had  fome  Cyder  which  was  prick’d  and  concern’d  at 
the  Lofs  of  a  Liquor  he  was  fond  of,  he  fpoke  of  it  to  a 
Friend.  His  Friend  inforirfd  him  of  a  Secret  to  cure  it,  by 
boiling  the  whole  with  fome  innocent  Ingredients ;  which 
was  accordingly  done  in  the  Family  Copper,  and  the  Cyder 
in  fadt  was  cured  of  the  complain’d  of  Tartnefs.  The 
Gentleman  highly  pleas’d  with  the  Recovery  of  his  favourite 
Liquor,  drank  of  it  with  moderate  Freedom,  as  did  alfo  fe- 
veral  of  his  Family  :  in  a  fhort  time  they  were  ali  taken  ili, 
and  in  fo  unufual  a  way  that  the  Phyfician  was  induced  to 
fufpedt  Poifon  in  the  Cafe  :  as  in  fadl  there  was,  tho’  inno- 
cently.  After  ftri &  Enquiry  into  every  thing  which  had 
been  eat  and  drank,  at  length  the  Cyder  was  mentioiFd  with 
the  Operation  it  had  undergone  :  upon  this,  the  Lead  which 
furrounded  the  upper  Part  of  the  Copper  being  ftruck  off,  it 
appear’d  that  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Verdigreafe  lodg’d 
between  that  and  the  Copper  had  been  imbibed  by  the  Cyder 
when  boiling  up  to  it.  The  Confequence  of  which  was, 
that  feveral  of  the  Family  continued  for  fome  time  very  ili  - 

but  the  Gentleman  himfelf  has  never  perfedtly  recover’d  his 
Health  fince. 


A  Tradef- 
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A  Tradefman  and  his  Wife,  not  long  fince,  unfortunately 
dined  very  plentifully  on  a  Fry  $  a  Didi  which,  it  feems, 
they  were  very  fond  of :  and  the  Maid,  who  probably  had 
an  equal  liking  to  it,  made  her  Dinner  alfo  of  the  fame 
Diih  ;  tho’  ali  of  them  at  the  very  time  of  eating  were  fen- 
fible  of  a  difigreeable  Tafte  in  the  Sauce.  Dinner  had  not 
long  been  over  before  they  were  all  taken  ili  in  a  violent 
Manner ;  the  Wife  died  in  about  foor  and  twenty  Hours  • 
the  Hufband  and  the  Maid  were  both  in  a  miferable  Way 
for  fome  time,  but  at  length  recover’ds  either  from  their 
having  eaten  more  fparingly  than  the  Wife,  or  from  the 
greater  Strength  of  their  Conftitution,  This  fhocking  Accident, 
as  appear’d  evidently  afrerwards,  was  oeeafio^d  by  the  Foul- 
nefs;of  the  Pan  ;  for  upon  Examination  it  was  found  loaded 
with  Verdigreafe,  by  a  Quantity  of  Fat  and  Salt  having  lain 
in  it  for  fome  time. 

The  obvious  Inferences  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  Relations 
are,  Firft,  That  Verdigreafe  will  poifon.  Secondly,  That 
our  Food  is  almoft  every  way  liable  to  be  tainted  with  this 
poifonous  Matter,  either  by  the  Power  which  Salt,  Vinegar, 
and  other  things  naturally  have  of  extrafting  it  from  Copper ; 
or  by  it’s  being  lick’d  up  wherever  any  Uteniil  is  already  cor- 
roded  with  it  by  Air,  Water,  &c\  But  there  yet  remains 
fome  farther  Confiderations. 

It  may  be  remember’d  I  took  notice  that  the  poifonous 
Effedts  of  Copper  on  the  human  Body  were  fometimes  evi- 
dent,  at  other  times  latent $  but  even  in  the  firft  Cafe  it  ad- 
mits  of  being  diftinguiflfd.  For  Example  :  It  was  evident 


in 
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in  the  Cafe  of  the  Family  who  eat  the  Fry  :  The  Effedts  were 
immediate  and  fenfible ;  and  Death,  and  the  Danger  of  Death, 
apparently  enfued.  Now  altho’  many  Inftances  might  be 
produced  of  the  evident  ili  Effedts  of  Verdigreafe,  yet  how 
many  more  would  have  been  equally  evident  had  they  been 
attendedto?  It  is  not  therefore  lefs  true  that  Verdigreafe 
has  caufed  many  Deaths,  becaufe  it  was  not  feen  or  refledted 
on :  Accident  at  one  time  difcovers  thefe  things,  while  at 
other  times  Inadvertence  and  other  Circamftances  make  m 
overlook  them. 

4  .  ,  '  i  i  \  ^  i  A  -J  ’  V '  '  '  *  *'  f 
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The  evident  Effedts  of  Verdigreafe  muft  differ  not  only 
in  proportion  to  the  Quantity,  which  is  fwallowed,  but  alfo 
the  greater  or  lefs  ftrength  of  Conflitution  of  thofe,  who  are 
affedted  by  it.  The  firft  fenfible  effedt  of  Verdigreafe  is  in 
the  Stomach  \  and  no  wonder,  for  the  Nerves  thereof  being 
very  foon  affefted  by  it,  caufes  moft  acute  pain  ;  the  Bowels 
are  brought  into  confent  with  the  Stomach  j  next  folio ws 

violent  Vomitings ;  and  ali  are  fucceeded  by  a  train  of  dread* 
fui  Circumftances  which  but  too  often  terminate  in  Death. 

Thus.much  for  the  evident  t  Effe&s  of  Verdigreafe,  and 
thus  much  for  my  Diftindtion ;  but  to  be  ftill  more  explicit; 
Suppofe  two  Perfons  are  poifoned  at  the  fame  time,  and  with 
the  fame  thing  •  one  is  informed  what  he  has  taken,  the  other 
is  not,  and  both-  the  Parties  die  :  Is  not  the  Death  of  both 
demonftrably  owing  to  the  fame  Gaufe,  tho’  one  of  them 
dies  uninformed  of  the  Fadt  ?  Nay,  even  tho’  every  Friend 

about  him  is  likewife  ignorant  of  it  ? 


C 
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I  wifh  fincerely  that  our  Obje&ions  to  the  Ufe  of  Copper 
Veflels,  with  regard  to  Food,  might  end  here.  Becaufe 
Precautions  could  be  taken,  and  Rules  laid  down  to  prevent, 
in  great  meafure,  the  Poifon  imbib’d  by  us.  Firft,  we  might 
awaken  in  the  Public  an  Attention  to  the  peculiar  and  loath- 
fome  ranknefs  of  Tafte,  with  which  every  thing  is  tainted* 
that  has  once  imbibed  and  acquired  a  Relifh  of  Copper,  or 
Brafs,  fufiicient  in  general  (as  Experience  demonftrates)  to 
difguft  and  caution  moft  People  of  any  Delicacy  from  fwai- 
lowing  either  Solids  or  Liquids,  which  are  ever  fo  lightly 
tainted  with  either :  A  nd,  Secondly,  we  might  point  >out 
thofe  Parts  of  Food  which  are  the  moft  eafily  adted  upon  by 
them,  fuch  as  Salt,  Vinegar,  Fat,  and  the  like.  Thefe  and 
other  Hints  might,  I  fay,  be  given,  which,  as  far  as  they 
reach’d,  or  were  regarded,  would  doubtlefs  be  of  ufe :  yet 
this,  in  our  Judgment,  is  far  from  being  fufficient ;  this  reaches 
only  the  groffer,  the  more  obvious  Effedts  of  the"  Poifon, 
where  our  Senfes,  if  we  ufe  them,  may  be  informed,  con- 
fequently,  where  our  Attention  may  guard  us  from  fudden 
Mifchief. 

/ 

But  the  grand  Fear  we  entertain  is,  the  latent,  the  fkulk- 
ing  Mifchief  of  this  poifonous  Matter.  It  is  st  known  Truth, 
that  the  Stroke  which  is  forefeen  may  be  partly  eluded.  In 
the  Occurrences  of  human  Life  that  Enemy  is  efteemed  leaft 
dangerous,  who  attacks  us  openly  ;  while  he  who  lurks  in 
Ambufcade,  or  ftabs  in  the  Dark,  cannot  be  guarded  againft. 
Thus  with  relation  to  the  Subjeft  before  me,  there  is,  I 
think,  great  Reafon  to  apprehend  that  certain  Mifchiefs  muft 
follow  from  the  general  Ufe  of  thefe  dangerous  Vellels,  we 

have 
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have  been  fpeaking  of  j  and  that  tlie  Effed,  tho’  flow,  is 

«  *  *  * 

neverthelefs  fure* 

Should  it  be  urged,  that  this  is  mere  Conje&ure  :  I  an- 
fwer,  fo  likewife,  in  a  great  degree,  is  the  Science  of  Me- 
dicine;  But  as  no  wife  Manrejedts,  or  defpifes,  the  healing 
Art,  becaufe  it  is  partly  conjedlural ;  fo  no  one,  we  apprehend, 
can  rationally  determine  againft  our  Objedtions,  while  not 
only  Poflibility,  but  even  great  Probability  fupports  them. 

It  has  been  fufficiently  obferved,  therefore  need  not  be  re- 
peated,  that  Copper,  by  the  Softnefs  of  it’s  Nature,  throws 
out  the  Matter  it  abounds  with  more  ealily,  than  moft  other 
Metals ;  and  unhappily,  the  Matter,  it  appears  moft  to  abound 
with,  is  Verdigreafe.  This  Verdigreafe,  we  fay,  will  poi- 
fon  ;  and  this  Poifon,  we  farther  fay,  is  by  a  thoufand  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  mixed  with  our  Food.  When  the  Quantity  of 
Verdigreafe  in  our  Aliment  is  fo  confiderable  as  to  render  it 
naufeous,  we,  having  our  Senfes  to  guide  us,  can  rej e<ft  it ; 
otherwife  the  Effedt,  as  has  already  been  remarked,  will  be 
fenfible  and  immediate  :  But  how,  while  thele  dangerous 
Veffels  continue  to  be  employed,  fliall  we  be  guarded  from 
the  lefs  fenfible  Effedts  ?  Poifon  will  ftill  be  Poifon  ;  and  tho’ 
the  Quantity  may  be  lefs,  the  Quality  is  the  fame.  Nor 
can  we  indeed  wholly  rely  on  the  Senfe  of  Tafting  for  our 
Safety  5  for  Sugar,  Cyder,  Vinegar,  and  many  other  things, 
fo  difguife  the  Mifchief  by  blunting  the  Tafte  of  the  Verdi¬ 
greafe,  as  to  prevent  our  guarding  againft  even  a  highly  poi- 
fonous  Quantity  of  it,  fo  long  as  Copper  Utenfils  are  fami- 
liarly  and  indifcriminately  made  ufe  of. 
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In  the  Study  df  the  human  Frame,  we  leam,  that  the 
Aliment  taken  into  our  Stomach  is,  by  the  digeftive  Powers, 
fitted  for  various  Purpofes,  and  prepared  to  be  varioufly  dif- 
pofed  of :  But  principally  that  Fluid  cailed  the  Chyle  is  pre¬ 
pared  from  the  finer  Parts  of  it,  and  converted  into  Biood^ 
for  the  daily  Support  of  our  Health,  Strength,  and  Vigour. 
By  the  finer  Parts  of  our  Aliment  is  not  to  be  underftood  the 
beft,  but  the  moft  minute :  Did  the  Chyle  refufe  the 
Admiffion  of  whatever  is  unwholfome,  our  Blood  would  be 

in  a  purer  State,  and  our  Health  more  folid  than  it  uiually 

?  ,  * 

is.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  Chyle  admits  the  impure 
as  well  as  the  pureft  Particles ;  and  they  paffing  into  the 
Mafs  of  Blood  difpofe  the  Body  to  various  Diftempers,  ali 
more  or  lefs  violent,  in  proportion  to  the  Power  of  Nature 

t-o  refift  thern. 

«r 
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Things  being  thus,  who  can  take  upon  them  to  fay  that 
Particles  of  Verdigreafe  are  not  continually  mixing  with  our 
Blood  and  Juices  ?  And  who  can  fay,  that  this  or  that  Di- 
ftemper,  which  fuddenly  attacks  us  without  our  being  able 
to  account  for  the  Caufe,  or  which  gradually  weakens  our 
vital  Facuities,  is  not  the  poifonous  Effedt  of  that  pernicious 
Matter  at  length  breaking  forth  ? 

Nothing  in  human  Life  is  more  difficult  than  tracing  the 
Origin,  the  primary  Caufe  of  Difeafes.  PIow  many  die  of 
Diftempers,  which  Phyficians  are  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  ? 
And  how  many  of  the  wifeft  and  ableft  Men  are  obliged  to 
content  themfelves  with  ftopping  the  Effedts  of  a  Difeafe, 
without  e  ver  knowing  the  Caufe  ? 

* 
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It  is  generally  acknowledged,  that  many  Difeafes  are  now 
much  more  frequent  in  this  Kingdom  than  heretofore ;  par- 
ticularly  Pallies,  Apoplexies,  Madnefs,  and  ali  the  frightful 
train  of  nervous  Diforders :  Now  to  keep  up  a  chain  of  Rea- 
foning,  in  fupport  of  my  Argament,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  thc  general  Ufe  of  Copper  Veffels  in  England  is  very 
modern  ;  forne  to  this  very  time  prepare  their  Food  in  Iron 
Pots ;  and  many  People  are  yet  living  who  remember  all  the 
Food  in  their  Fathers*  Days  being  dreffed  in  Iron  or  Earthen 
Utenlils :  So  much  of  Novelty  there  really  is  in  the  Ufe  of 
Copper.  May  we  not  then  juftly  fear,  that  the  Verdigreafe 
thrown  out  from  thofe  Veffels  made  of  Copper,  is  the  latent 
Caufe  of  moli:  of  thefe  Evils  ? 

^  ..  a  y-i  ..  .v  .  ^  1 .  >  .  *.  ;  '  ’  .  ■ 

True  it  is,  that  many  Difeafes  areafcribed,  and,  no  doubt, 
juftly  afcribed,  to  our  Exceffes  in  our  manner  of  Living  5  but 
altho’  this  be  granted,  and  be  in  part  matter  of  Fadl,  it  can- 
not  be  of  equal  weight  in  the  whole :  for  Firft,  daily  Ex- 
perience  (hews  us  that  many,  very  many,  of  both  Sexes,  who 
commit  no  Exceffes,  are  neverthelefs  fubjedt  to  the  fatal 
Difeafes  we  have  mentioaed.  Secondly,  that  the  natu- 
ral  Quality  of  moft  Articles  ofour  Food  is  not  only  innocent, 
but  even  beneficial,  and  conducive  to  Health  and  Vigour. 
There  is  indeed  one  ftrong  Argument  againft  Excefs,  befides 
the  Error  committed  by  it,  which  is,  as  has  already  been 
obferved,  that  the  more  our  Food  is  tortured  by  Cookery, 
and  the  more  we  eat  of  Dainties,  fo  much  the  more  may 
we  be  juftly  prefumed  to  have  fwallowed  of  Verdigreafe. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto  the  ReadeFs  Ideas  have  been  confined  to  the 
Kitchen,  and  to  the  Office  of  the  Cook  ;  but  thefe  are  not 
fufficlent $  the  Subjedt  is  far  more  extenfive,  in  as  much  as 
almoft  every  thing  we  eat  and  drink  has  more  or  lefs  Con- 
nedlion  with  forne  Utenfil  or  other  made  out  of  the  fame 
dangerous  Metal.  But  not  to  be  too  prolix,  nor  dwell  on 
every  Inftrument  of  Danger,  let  me  touch  on  three  Parti- 
eulars  only,  too  notorious  to  pafs  unobferved,  *viz.  the  Con- 
fedtionary,  the  Diftillery,  and  the  Brewery. 

It  has  been  already  hinted,  that  tho’  the  tinning  of  Cop¬ 
per  Veffels  be  in  fome  degree  a  Fenee,  yet  is  it  by  far  too 
little  to  be  wholly  depended  on  :  But  the  Confedtioner,  if 
I  am  not  greatly  miftaken,  ufes  in  every  branch  of  his  Buli- 
nefs,  no  other  Copper  Implements  than  fuch  as  are  untinned* 
Ali  the  Matter  therefore  which  heated  Copper  can  throw 
out,  and  ali  which  fo  adtive  a  Subflance  as  Sugar  can  force 
out,  is  blended  with  our  preferved  Fruits  and  Sweetmeats  of 
every  kind.  Of  thefe  Sweetmeats  Children  of  almoft  every 
Rank  and  Age,  even  Infants,  eat  in  Abundance  $  but  People 
of  Quality  moft  of  ali,  as  they  fcarce  ever  dine  without  a 
Defert.  Experience  fliews  us,  that  thofe  who  eat  freely  of 
thefe  Things  feldom  have  good  Health.  Now  if  we  reafon 
upon  it,  fhall  we  not  alk  are  Cherries  and  other  fuch  like 
Fruits  wholiome  ?  Yes.  Is  not  the  Sugar  wherewith  they  are 
preferved  wholefome  ?  Yes.  How  comes  it  then  that  things  in 
their  own  nature  good,  lhould  thus  vifibly  do  us  harm  ? 
Why,  no  doubt,  but  when  eat  to  Excefs,  the  very  Excefs 
does  us  harm ;  for  by  loading  the  Stomach  they  clog  it  5  and 
when  thus  clogg’d,  the  Appetite  is  palled  in  courfe,  Yet 
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this,  we  apprehend,  is  far  from  being  the  fole  Caufe  why 
Confe&ionary  impairs  the  Health ;  it  is  the  Quality  that 
offends  perhaps  more  than  the  Quantity.  It  is  probably 
neither  the  Fruit  nor  the  Sugar  which  does  the  Mifchief^ 
but  the  Particles  of  Verdigreafe  blbnded  with  both,  whether 
this  be  perceptible  to  the  Eye  or  the  Palate,  or  elude  the  one 
and  the  other. 

The  Pradlice  of  Dram-drinking  has  had  many  able  Pens 
to  fet  forth  both  it’s  odious  Deformity,  and  it’s  deftru&ive 
Effedts.  Thofe  Labours  we  cannot  but  honour,  as  they  tend 
to  the  Reformation  of  public  Morals,  and  to  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Lives  of  the  Populace.  But  the  Writers  on  that  Sub- 
je£t  have  omitted  one  Cireumftance,  which,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
greatly  adds  to  the  dangerous  Ufe  of  thefe  poifonous  Potions, 
viz.  that  of  their  being  drawn  thro’  Copper,  and  this  too 
always  untinn’d.  Belides  the  Canns,  the  Funnels,  and  the 
Cocks  apt  to  corrode  with  Verdigreafe,  the  Spirits,  one  and 
ali,  are  drawn  over  from  Copper  Stilis  ;  confequently  ali 
which  Fire  and  Spirit  can  extradl  from  that  Metal  is  im- 
pregnated  with  the  Drams,  which  the  lower  Clafs  particularly, 
fo  familiarly,  and  fo  unhappily  pour  down  their  Throats. 
We  do  not  here  mean  to  fay,  that  ardent  Spirits  are  in  their 
own  Nature  innocent  and  inoffenlive,  far  from  it ;  no  Man, 
who  has  the  leaft  Tindlure  of  phyfical  Knowledge,  or  the 
leaftDegree  of  Experience,  can  advance  fo  palpable  an  Abfur- 
dity  :  But  we  have  the  ftrongeft  Prefamption  on  our  Side,  to 
affert,  that  the  deftrudlive  Quality  of  every  fpirituous  Liquor 
is  greatly  heightened  by  the  Particles  of  Verdigreafe  it  abounds 
with  :  Even  fo  far  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  there  are 
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not  more  Live$;  loft  by  this  additional  unnoticed  Poifon  than 
by  the  Spirit  itfelf. 

' 

Public  Brewery  is  but  of  very  modern  Date ;  and  tlio* 
Domeftic  Brewing  is  not  fo  ;  yet  the  general  Ufe  of  Copper, 
inftead  of  Iron,  in  the  Brew-houfes,  as  well  of  thofe  who 
privately  brew  at  home  only  for  their  Family  Ufe,  as  of  the 
Brewers  for  the  Public,  is  a  Pradtice  of  as  great  Novelty,  as 
it  is  of  pernicious  Confequence  to  the  Health  of  the  Subjedts 
of  this  Nation.  We  cannot  but  apprehend,  that  this  fo  ge» 
neral  a  Ufe  of  Copper  for  Brewing,  even  in  the  moli  cleanly 
\lanner,  muft  be  attended  with  certain  Danger  :  Yet  how 
much  more  may  we  not  juftly  fear,  wh en  almoft  every  Fa¬ 
mily  in  Londoh  is  ferved  with  their  Malt  Liquor  from  a  pub- 
lic  Brew-houfe,  where,  fhould  the  Copper  fail  of  due  Infpec- 
tion,  they  muft  confequently  be  very  liable  to  be  corroded 
with  Verdigreafe.  The  times  of  Brewing  are  with  fome 
much  more  frequent  than  with  others  ^  yet  many  have  their 
principal  Bufinefs  at  Spring  and  Autumn  j  therefore  betweea 
thefe  Seafons  the  Coppers  are,  no  doubt,  fubjedt  to  be  loaded 
with  the  poifonous  Matter  we  have  been  fpeaking  of.  But 
not  defignedly  to  injure  any  one,  fuppofe  the  Boilers  are 

perfedtly  clean  5  who  can  anfwer  that  the  Pumps  be  not 
loaded  with  Verdigreafe  ?  No  body  can  get  at  the  Infide  of 
thefe  :  Now  as  they  are  made  of  Copper,  and  all  the  Malt 
Liquor  we  drink  pafles  thro’  them,  there  is  room  to  appre¬ 
hend  great  Mifchief  from  them.  Befides,  even  allowing, 
what  indeed  is  hard  to  grant,  that  every  thing  about  our 
Brewery  is  perfeftly  free  from  noxious  Foulnefs,  this  Re- 
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fle&ion  ftill  fubfifts,  that  the  heated  Copper  will  impregnate 
any  Liquid,  which  paties  through  it,  with  poifonous  Parti- 
cies ;  and  confequently  lay  the  Foundation  of  future  ili 
Effedts  on  human  Health. 

From  thefe  Remarks,  twp  things,  we  apprehend,  pretty 
plainly  appear.  The  one,  that  the  Verdigreafe  which  ma- 
nifeftly  exudates  from  Copper  in  the  Preparation  of  our  Food 
adtually  does  hurt  us  j  the  other,  that,  however  latent  it  be, 
it  probably  may  hurt  us ;  the  firft  ftands  felf-condemned  ; 
the  laft  has  ftrong  prefumption  againft  it  and  both  deferve 
the  ftri&eft  Enquiry.  Which  therefore  I  wifh,  I  had  weight 
enough  to  recommend,  not  only  to  the  private  ftudy  of  every 
Man  of  Learning  and  Genius  in  the  Nation,  efpecially  of 
thofe  whofe  Talents  may  be  fuperior  to  my  own,  but  alfo 
and  much  more  to  the  Vigilance  of  our  wife  Legiflators, 
thofe  deftin’d  Guardians  of  our  Properties,  Perfons  and  com- 
mon  Welfare. 

And  certainly  fhould  what  has  been  here  advanced  be  ai- 
low*d  to  have  any  weight,  it  ought  not  to  ftop  here  :  The 
great  End  propofed  by  this  Attempt  is  the  public  Good  and 
the  Teft  of  this  Attempt  muft  be  by  farther  Search.  The 
Hopes  of  being  ferviceable  to  Mankind  has  induced  me  to 
draw  my  Pen  againft  the  too  familiar  Ufe  of  Copper,  as  of 
a  dangerous  Metal ;  but  it  would  give  me  infinitely  more 
Pleafure  to  have  undeniable  Proofs  that  it  is  a  perfe&ly  in- 
nocent  one  for  the  purpofes  of  Food,  than  any  Encomiums 
could  raife  in  me  for  having  pointed  out  the  Danger. 
For  tho’  to  warn  others  of  the  Dangers  we  apprehend  is  an 
Office,  which  may  and  ought  to  yield  us  both  Credit  and  Sa- 
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tisfadtion  ;  yet  the  being  made  fenfible  that  we  have  no  Dan- 
ger  to  fear  is  ftill  preferable. 

•  !  .  yj  '  ;  -y  ) 

The  Subjeft  before  me  is  every  way  ferious ;  ferious  in  it*s 
Nature,  and  ferious  in  it’s  Confequences  :  And  he,  who  lits 
down  to  write  on  fuch  a  Subjecti  with  honeft  Views,  will 
not  defignedly  omit,  conceal  or  difguife  whatever  is  material : 
will  not,  in  a  word,  difregard  any  one  Individual  of  Society. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  have  nothing  on  this  occafion  either  to 
hope  or  fear  for  my  felf ;  no  Bias  to  rule  me,  no  Intereft  of 
my  own  to  purfue  :  yet,  without  Vanity  I  fay  it,  I  feel  a 
generous  Tendernefs  for  others.  Should  therefore  my  bare 
fuggefted  Fears  prove  well  grounded;  fhould  any  farther  En- 
quiries  into  this  Subjefi  occafion  a  difufe  of  Copper  Veffels  ia 
the  preparation  of  Food  to  take  place;  there  are  three  things 
which  may  particularly  deferve  our  farther  confideration,  v/z. 
What  other  Matter  we  fhall  beft  fubftiiute  in  the  lieu  of 
Copper?  What  is  to  become  of  the  Copper  Mines  ?  And^ 
How  afe  the  Artificers  in  the  Copper  to  be  employed  ? 

The  firft  of  thefe  Queftions  is  eafily  anfwered,  tho’  not  fo 
eafy  to  be  compty’d  with.  The  Veffels  and  other  Uten* 
fils  for  a  Kitchen  may  be  fonned  out  of  Iron,  Silver  or  Earth* 
There  are  caft  Iron  Pots  ftill  to  be  feen  in  forne  Kitchens  in 
the  Kingdom,  at  leaft  in  fome  Cottages ;  but  thefe  are  doubt- 
lefs  very  cumberfome  from  their  Weight ;  And  that  perhaps 
may  have  been  the  grand  Caufe  of  their  being  grown  fo  much 
out  of  ufe»  Whereas  Piate  Iron  is  light,  pleafant,  fweet  and 
wholefome  ;  may  be  brought  to  any  form  or  any  frze ;  ad- 
mits  of  a  fine  polifh ;  and  in  a  word,  may  perfedtly  well 
fupply  the  generat  Ufe  of  Copper, 
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Silver  Utenfils  are  not  to  be  expe&ed  in  every  Kitchen  ; 
cfpecially  the  larger  VefTels.  Yet  many  Families  might  ufc 
them  very  commodioufly,  at  leaft  fome  of  the  fmali  ones,  if 
not  the  others :  And  perhaps  with  as  much  fafety  from  Rob- 
bers  as  they  do  their  Silver  Spoons, 

«  .  •  4  *  ■  ■  f 
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.  Earthen  Utenfils  are  in  general  very  fweet  and  wholfome* 
yet  not  wholly  unexceptionable.  A  very  ingenious  Gentle- 
man  has  lately  wrote  a  fenfible,  tho’  fhort  Account,  of  the 
mifchievous  glafing  of  fome  of  our  Earthen  Ware  ;  $nd  pro¬ 
duces  an  Inftance  where  Lemon  Juice  having  deftroyed  the 
glafing  of  a  common  red  Pan,  there  appeared  at  the  bottom 
a  large  Quantity  of  a  poifonous  Matter,  well  known  by  the 
Name  of  Sugar  of  Lead.  He  therefore  juftly  recommends 
for  the  Purpofes  of  Food,  Stone  Ware  and  China  :  Though, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  mufl  be  owned,  that  the  common 
Earthen  Ware  (however  dangerous  with  Acids)  may  yet  be 
ufed,  for  many  Purpofes,  with  great  Safety. 

But  fuppofe  for  the  general  Furniture  of  our  Kitchen s,  we 
take  Piate  Iron  in  lieu  of  Copper ;  the  Change  muft  unavoid- 
ably  be  attended  with  confiderable  Expence ;  which  though 
by  fome  it  will  be  very  fenfibly  felt,  yet  to  others  it  will 
pro  ve  light  and  trivial :  But  let  thofe  who,  from  fuch  a 
Change,  find  fome  Inconveniency,  flill  confole  themfelves 
with  the  Refleftion,  that  they  are  providing  for  the  Safety  of 
their  own  Health,  and  that  of  Pofterity  in  general.  And 
they  who,  from  a  lefs  juflifiable  Caufe,  are  difpofed  to  mur¬ 
mur  and  find  fault  with  fo  falutary  an  Alteration  in  domeftic 
Oeconomy,  are  defired  to  recolledf,  how  often  and  fondly 
they  give  into  expenfive  Novelty  where  their  Safety  is  no 

D  z  ways 
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ways  concerned,  and  only  in  Compliance  with  ufelefs,  if 
not  even  dangerous,  Modes,  as  ridiculous  in  themfelves,  as 
they  are  coftly  to  the  Perfons,  who  embrace  them. 

Doubtlefs  the  Property  of  every  Man  is,  and  muft  be,  a 
Matter  of  real  Confequence  to  himfelf:  Thofe  therefore,  who 
have  Eftates  in  Copper  Mines,  cannot  but  be  difpleafed  with 
any  change,  which  may  affe£t  it’s  Confumption.  There  is 
indeed  a  Rule  in  Trade,  I  believe  pretty  generally  adhered 
to,  which  is,  that,  where  the  Confumption  of  any  Commo- 
dity  is  fmall,  the  Price  is  large :  Now  fuppofing  the  Demand 
for  Copper  to  be  diminifhed,  the  Price  being  raifed  to  the 
Confumer  would,  perhaps,  compenfate  for  the  Difference 
to  the  Proprietors. 

Befides,  it  is  to  be  confider’d,  that  many  Copper  and 

'i 

Brafs  Articles  in  a  Houfe  could  not  be  in  the  leaft  affefted  ; 
thofe  only  which  are  immediately  made  ufe  of  in  preparing 
what  we  eat  and  drink,  being  the  fole  Objefts  of  this  En- 
quiry.  Now  it  is  very  certain,  that  befides  the  Difference 
of  the  Price  of  Copper,  already  hinted  at,  there  are  other 
Ways  of  confuming  it,  which  may  in  part,  ifnotwholly, 
make  up  the  Deficiency.  Sweden  has  already  taught  us  the 
way  to  do  this,  by  making  Frames  for  Pidlures  and  Glaffes, 
ialaying  of  Tables,  Chairs,  and  making  other  Ornaments 
in  Copper  and  Brafs :  And  France ,  it  is  faid,  is  following 
the  Example  of  Sweden .  Should  then  fo  populeus  a  Nation 
as  England  improve  on  both,  the  Confumption  of  our  Cop¬ 
per  would  thereby  undoubtedly  become  very  great.  But  even 
if  ali  fhould  fail,  I  cannot  depart  from  the  Principle  of  pre- 
ferring  the  public  Good  to  any  private  Emolument, 
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My  laft  Confideration  is,  How  are  the  Artificers  the  Cop- 
per  Workers  to  be  employed  ?  This,  next  to  the  preferving 
our  Lives  and  Health,  is,  in  my  Judgment,  the  mofl 
weighty  Concern  of  ali.  How  valuable  is  the  labouring  Part 
of  every  Nation  !  How  do  they  toil  to  earn  perhaps  a  bare 
Support  for  themfelves  and  Families !  How  cruel  therefore 
to  cut  them  off  from  a  part  of  the  very  means  of  obtaining 
that  Support,  fince,  narrow  as  it  is,  it  is  their  Ali  !  This  I 
refledt  on  with  great  Concern.  Yet  I  am  not  without  hopes 
that,  fhould  a  Change,  with  refpedt  to  the  Matter  in  hand, 
reallv  take  place,  forne  thing  may  be  here  propofed  to  pre- 
vent  any  individual  Member  of  the  Community  wanting  that 
Bread  he  is  induftrioufly  difpofed  to  earn.  Firft,  There  are 
many  Hands  in  the  Kingdom  not  fo  confined,  but  that  they 
can  with  eafe  leave  one  Employment  to  take  up  another ; 
and  that  oftentimes  a  more  gainful  one.  Secondly,  There 
are  others  of  naturally  fo  mechanical  a  turn  that  they  can, 
perhaps,  work  with  as  much  Facility  in  Iron  as  in  Copper. 
Thirdly,  The  various  Articles  made  of  Copper  and  Brafs  in- 
dependent  of  Food,  muft  ftill  employ  a  great  Number  of 
Hands.  Andlaftlv,  Should  Ornaments,  and  other  Parts  of 
Furniture  in  Copper  and  Brafs  be  adtually  introduced,  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  Number  of  Hands  then  wanted  to 
manufadture  this  Metal  would  be,  at  leaft,  equal  to  that  which 
is  at  prefent  employed,  But,  on  this  Head,  I  beg  leave  to 

add  a  few  Refledtions  not  foreign  to  my  Purpofe. 

^  •  / 

What  is  fo  unconfined,  fo  boundlefs  as  Fafhion  ?  That 
which  to-day  is  called  Tafte,  to-morrow  will,  perhaps,  be 
infipid.  The  change  of  Mede  which  yefterday  appeared  ri- 
diculous,  to-day  is  approved  and  followed.  The  Table 
2  which 
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which  was  the  Standard  of  Politenefs  in  our  Fathers*  Days, 
is  now  the  Objedt  of  our  Ridicule.  Thus  whether  we  con- 
fider  our  Habitatione,  our  Apparel,  or  our  Food,  we  fhalt 
find,  that  Fafhion  is  our  principal  Guide :  and  Fafhion  we 
fee  is  ever  on  the  change.  Now  who  is  there,  taking 
Fafhion  for  their  Guide,  that  once  confiders  the  lofs  to  many 
Individuals  attending  every  Change?  As  (to  give  but  one 
Inftance)  will  evidently  appear  in  the  prefent  Mode  of  fub- 
flituting  Canvas  and  Paper  in  the  place  of  Hangings  of  Da- 
mafk,  Tapeftry,  andeven  of  Wainfcot  itfelf. 

Very  far  from  this  is  my  Intention  or  Defire  ;  on  the  con- 
trary,  I  have  already  pointed  out,  at  leaft,  fome  ways  and 
means  whereby  induftrious  Hands  may  be  employed  as  much 
as  nowj  and  Time,  perhaps,  may  difcover  more.  But  if 
notwithftanding  this,  any  Individuals  fhouid  yet  fulfer ;  let 
me  urge  the  juft  and  well  known  Maxim,  cc  That  a  lefs 
cc  Good  fhouid  a  1  ways  give  way  to  a  greater/* 

The  City  of  London  was  formerly  fupplied  with  Water  by 
means  of  a  few  Conduits,  fituated  in  different  Parts  of  it : 
and  the  Perfons  employed  to  ferve  the  refpeftive  Houfes, 
were  a  Company  called  Tankard-bearers.  When  Sir  Hugh 
Middleton  formed  the  Scheme  for  conveying  the  New-River 
Vvrater  to  London ,  firft  by  a  Canal  to  fupply  a  Head,  next 
from  that  Head  to  convey  the  Water  by  Pipes  thro’  every 
Street,  and  laftly  by  the  means  of  Crofs- pipes  into  every  Houfes 
it  was  allowed  to  be  a  grand  Attempt,  and  all  were  fentible 
of  the  Advantages  arifing  from  it.  Yet  happy  as  this  Scheme 
was,  and  ff  ili  is,  for  London ,  it  was  not  with  out  fome  preju- 
diciai  Confequences  s  for  it  affedted  the  Company  of  Tan- 

kard-Bearers, 
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kard-Bearers,  and  obliged  them  to  feek  their  Redrefs  in  other 
Employments.  But  tho’  they  ceafed  to  labour  in  their  ac- 
cuftomed  way,  and  even  ceafed  to  be  a  Company,  yet  they 
found  other  induftrious  means  of  fubfifting.  Now  even 

•'  -■  •  J  .  .  . 

allowing  that,  in  this  Cafe,  fome  Individuals  loft  the  ufual 
means,  nay  every  means  of  earning  a  Support ;  fo  nobly 
ufeful  was  the  New-River  Company’s  Scheme,  and  big  with 
fo  much  real  Benefit,  that  the  private  Lofs  which  thence  en- 
fued,  cannot  be  fuppofed  at  ali  proportioned  to  the  public 
Good,  which  it  has  produced.  . 

Accept,  Sir,  thefe  my  Refieftions  on  Copper  Utenfils  in 
preparing  what  we  eat  and  drink  ;  and  on  the  Effedts  of  Ver- 
digreafe  on  the  human  Body.  The  Sentiments  are  yours  as 
well  as  mine ;  and  though  it  has  falien  on  me  to  difplay  the 
Dangers  we  are  thereby  fubjedt  to  •  yet  is  it  under  your  Sanc- 
tion,  that  I  am  embolden^  to  offer  thefe  my  Thoughts  to  the 
Public,  The  Subjedl  is  not  only  ferious,  but  alarming  5  and, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  is  worthy  the  Attention  and  E11- 
quiry,  not  only  of  private  Subjefts,  but  even  ofour  public  Le- 
giflature.  The  Prefervation  of  Life  and  Health  is  an  indif- 
penfable  Duty  5  and  even  by  the  Principle  of  Self-love,  every 
one  is  follicitous  for  his  own  Welfare  :  To  give  but  a  fingle 
Inftance  among  a  thoufand.  How  careful  is  every  Gentle- 
man  not  to  drink  of  Wine  he  fafpedts  is  adulterated  ?  How 

*  •  *  i-% 

fcrupulous  what  Merchant  he  deals  with,  and  what  Tavern 
he  ufes  ?  Why  fo,  but  becaufe  bad  Wine,  he  knows,  is  pefti- 
lential  in  it’s  Effefts  on  the  human  Body  ?  If  then  fo  much 
is  to  be  juftly  feared  from  adulterated  Wines,  how  much 
more  is  there  not  to  be  apprehended  from  the  poifonous 

Corruption  of  Verdigreafe  tainting  almoft  every  thing  we 

eat 
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eat  and  drink  ?  Surely  it  muli  be  confeffed^  that  the  Thought 
is  alarming ! 

But  here,  Sir,  you  will  permit  me  to  draw  to  a  Conclu- 
fion,  and  only  wiih,  and  entreat  my  Readers,  before  I  take 
my  leave  of  them,  that  if  either  the  Subjedt  I  have  treated, 
or  my  Manner  of  treating  it,  appear  to  them  infufficient  to 
deferve  their  Attention ;  they  will  at  leaft  be  aflured,  that 
however  I  may  be  arraignable  for  any  Error  in  my  Judg- 
ment,  I  am  perfedtly  free  from  aught  of  Sinifter  in  my  In- 
tention  with  regard  to  the  prefent  Matter.  On  the  other 
ha^id,  if  Refledtion  and  Enquiry  fhould  fhew  thefe  Senti- 
ments  to  be  juft,  and  my  Manner  of  reafoning  to  be  of 
weight,  may  the  Public  reap  the  Fruit  of  this  Labour,  I 
^  have  undertaken  for  their  Sake,  by  reducing  to  pradtice  the 

friendly  neceflary  Precautions  I  here  meant  to  give  them 
through  your  Means, 

v*  ... 
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I  am, 

•  With  unfeigned  Refpect, 

SIR, 

Your  much  obliged, 

„  .  t  u  , 

And  obedient  humble  Servant, 


%  %  %  * 


